R i
.

;< T
‘ SDMS Document

PASSAIC RIVER STUDY AREA ] ||| |||[
POTENTIALLY RESPONSIBLE PARTIES 84882
SEPTEMBER 1993 - o

NAME OF PRP:

Celanese Chemical Company

FACILITY ADDRESS: LOCATION:
354 Doremus Avenue River Mile:  -0.2
Newark, New Jersey Reference Map Number: 15
PROCESSES UTILIZED:

Manufacture and storage of formaldehyde and petrochemicals. Raw materials used include
but are not limited to methanol.

DISCHARGE:

® 05/12/76 - 05/25/76 - During filling of a 840,000 gal. storage tank, approx. 70,000
gals. of methanol overflowed onto the ground. An estimated 25,000 gal. of the spilled
methanol was recovered. Most of the remainder ran into Plum Creek. [PVSC Monthly

-Reports; May 1976]

e 08/16/87 - A fitting on a tank truck return line leaked, causing a discharge of formic
acid onto the ground. In the process of cleaning the spill area, formic acid entered
Plum Creek, a tributary of the Passaic River. [08/16/87 NJDEP Emergency Response
Investigation Report.]

PROBABLE HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES:

¢ Formaldehyde ] : ¢ Methanol
¢ Formic Acid

RIVER SAMPLES: Sampling was not conducted for these indicator parameters at this

location. Sediments in Sample 98, located across the Passaic River from this facility, contained
concentrations of PAH’s in exceedence of NOAA criteria.
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s Re:

New Jersey

Monthly Report

May 1976

Gentlemen:

07105

L4

The following is my report which covers the month of May

1976,

Part I:

Part II:

Part III:

and consists of three parts:

Special Reports

#1 - The Passaic River Page 1

#2 - pon't "Lynch" the

Wrong Man Page 4

Pollution violations that
were eliminated during the
month, together with a re-
port on how elimination

occurred

D I I I e O I L A A L)

Page 7

"Pollution violations that

were still discharging at

the end of the month into

the streams under the juris-
diction of the Passaic Valley
Sewerage Commissioners, to-
gether with a report on what
is being done to abate such

POllUtiON wevveneeeeeeeeneennns Page 13

e e e
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PART II

VIOLATIONS AND ELIMINATIONS

The Following are reports on pollutional discharges into
the Passaic River and its tributaries within the PVSC juris-~
diction (the watershed from the Great Falls in Paterson to
the mouth of the river at Newark Bay), together with reports
on how they were eliminated during May 1976, and the names of
the River Inspectors assigned to investigate theé pollution:

Violation and Elimination - Celanese Chemical Company,
354 Doremus Avenue, Newark, N.J.
May 12-25, 1976 (J. McLaughlin)
-
While making routine inspections along Doremus Avenue on
May 13, 1976, Inspector McLaughlin was informed by Mr. Edward
Gold, Celanese Chemical Company's Terminal Manager, that an

- overflcw of methanol from one of their storage tanks occurred

at about 5 p.m.on May 12, 1976. Mr. Gold reported that the tank
(with a capacity of 840,000 gal.) had a residue of 7,000 gallons
and was being filled from a tanker located at a pier on the
Passaic River. The pumping procedure began about 6 a.m. on

May 12 and should have taken about 10 te 12 hours. The tank

on the ship was reported to contain only 750,000 gallons which
would have easily.fit into the storage tank. However, an in-
vestigation after the spill revealed that the tank actually con-
tained about 900,000 gallons. The methanol was pumped into the
storage which overflowed into a channel formed by a metal

wall which encircled the tank. Then, as this safety channel
filled up, methanol began topour from a loose access manhole
cover in the outer wall. The pumping was stopped and valves
were set to redistribute the methanol as gquickly as possible.
Despite this corrective action, Mr. John Forstchen, Terminal
Engineer, later reported to Mr. D'Ascensio and Inspector Mc-
Laughlin on May 13, about 70,000 gallons was spilled onto

the ground. Approximately 25,000 gallons of the 70,000 gallons
was pumped from the large puddles on the ground into tanks for
recovery. Most of the remaining methanol ran into nearby Plum
Creek and was washed down with hoses to reduce the fire hazard.
Celanese notified EPA and the Coast Guard of the spill but PVSC
was not contacted. Inspector McLaughlin took samples at two
locations in Plum Creek. Both were polluting. Subseguent
samples indicated a pollution still existed but was most likely
not due to the methanol. Thus the violation caused by Celanese
was eliminated as of May 25, while another, as yet unidentifieqd,
pollution is being investigated.

o e e
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\ Nivision of Environmental Qual:. ,,5 Y

% Bureau of Emergency Response

- INVESTIGATION
‘se i 87—08-16-1102 | File #:_ 07-14
;..vestzgator. Alan Latyn K Date: 8/16/87 Time Arrived: 1433 Time Departed: 1553
Location: Celanese  Chemical Co. Property Owner: '
Address: 354 Doremus Avenue Mailing Address:
Newark, NJ
Location Phone #: ..(201) 589-2705
Health Dept. Rep: i . : Phone #:
Origin of Complaihgt ' Peter Aitoro Phone #: (201) 589-2705

Nature of Complamt-;- Notification was received from Peter Aitoro~ Environmental & Safety
Superv:.sor, that the Celanese Chemical Company had 150 gallons of formic acid spilled
during a clean up operatlon.

Findings:

1433 Hrs: Latyn arnved on site. Met with Celanese representatives BAdam Spenéer -
Operatiéh.s. Supervisor, and Peter Aitoro - Lab Safety & Health St.lé'ervisor.
Aitore 'si:ated that formic acid was being used to clean out a piece of equipment
called . the "Spec1al—K-Un1t." ‘The product was being pumped from a tank truck,
through the unit, and then back again. A fitting on the tank truck return line
leaked, allowmg 150 gallons for formic acid to spill. The area was immediately
hosed dovn, thus diluting the acid. 1In the process some of the diluted acid
entered Plum Creek.

1455 Hrs: Spencer, ;-_Aitore, and Latyn inspect spill area. An area approximately 15 x 40
foot around the tank had been affected. There wasn't any acid remaining, only
contantiriated soil. Latyn took pH readmgs upstream, downstream, and at the
point where the acid entered the stream. All readmgs came up between 5% and‘e%.
The creekhad already been through a whole tidal cycle. No dead fish were

i observed in the creek. .

. Aitore stated that representatives from the U.S. Coast Guard a/r.;r.:ived at 1215

hours, andasked to be contacted after the clean up was completed. i 848820006




INVESTIGATION ' (2)

‘Hxs Latyn updated Trenton Dispatch and Lester Jones.
5...drs: Latyn instructed Aitore to call some contractors to do the clean up. Aitoro
' stated he would begin calling, but felt that none of the contractors would be
able to respond until Monday morning.
345 Hrs: Latyn secured site.

»nclusions: _
e Celaneée Chemical Company had 150 gallons of formic acid spilled during a clean up

eration. Most of the product remained on site, but some acid did enter Plum Creek. The
»ill did not appear to have any impact on the creek.

:commendations:

. is recommended that this case be referred to Hazardous Waste Management Metro's office
¢ further actioen.

Se. ... 87-08-16-1102 ERI

£-/978

Investigatct/Author Date
p% IS 33437
/ Supervisor Date

. 848820007
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(Day) (77'"3)

J/WAZ-)V**\_ L]”?@(.‘/A\J Zicrd /<—<ZE'C;—'/<|J

IMMEOIATE DEP RESPONSE (Y/N)

(Emergeﬁcv {YIN)

Enforcement (Y/N)]

-  Rec'DBY
. - ( 1. 18 {Office)
INCIDENT REPORT BY: |, ; !
Name } ﬂgm : 'ﬂ‘l“f'D £ : Phone _ 20 /= & €G- 2104 e Cé(j
Steet 259 plLenus s er
City A ew) gt State
Affiliation/Title (‘ elanegses Cuemiean Gy
INCIDENT LOCATION ,‘ Transpgrtation __~/Facility —— Other
Name (Site): CCVANESC‘ Lo O g Con Phone _ 21 = - 557 =21 O_>
Street _ B SY P ppeonue, A
City ALt aedl County _ £SS 6_")/ State _4 ST~ _ Zip Code
Date of Incident: 0 ? }-__‘Lé’_ -7 Time: _ ¢’ & ﬁﬁ )
(Mo) : (Day) (Yr) (
{DENTITY OF SUBSTANCF(S) SPILLED, RELEASED, EIC.: _Kr\pwn ~—Suspected ——Unknown ) i
Name of Substance(s) [Ga, Liquid, Solid]: 28021 /¢ e |
CAS Number: '
Amount Released/Spilled . \IaC_ —Actual ____Potential ___ Estimated
Substance Contained (Y V) s
Type of Release/Spil!: l . Y Terminated _— Continuous ___Intermittent
Hazardous Material @l) ‘
NATURE OF INCIDENT: | ——Camplaint < Hhmic-Notification __ Emergency —Sub. 20
INCIDENT DESCRIPTION: -
___Fira Explosnon —_Air Rel _ Y Spill ____MvA ____ Derailment —_ Smoke/Dust
____Odors —_Sewege ___ NJPDES __Noise ____INlegal Dumping —___ Wildiite | )
—__Equip Start- up/Shutdown Equm le/Upse( te. : ' !
—__ Other (specufy)
’ In;unes (y@lu) AL Public Exposure (YE&JU)
Facility Evacuation (Y&U) Police at Scene (YZJU)
Contamination of Al! \/Lnnd __\_/Water Assistance Requested (Y@U) !
Potable Water Source /N/U) ’ Wind Direction/Speed / |
Receiving Water wun (1‘6’«837( Precipitation ({rain/snow) ‘ g
Location Type: ___;;Residantial _ﬂ\dustrial — Rural ____ Sensitive Population (Hosp.,School,Nurs. Home) |'
, IR
STATUS AT INGIDENTSCENE __ ( €LANGS S  PalfppeqiiiCc  OLE2 (20 AMD
Wl VEPFoLwn (oaxpe, TESTS ; i
: |_l i
RESPONSISLE PARTY: o Suspected —_ Unknown |
Company Nams, fbﬁm’t_ << C}/Em/c L. (—)t'/ Phone / ~F0 ¢~ 5'5’7~3705- i
Contact __/"ETEL A 120 Title_2u Y £Vige ~ EMVr StraTy 3
Street _3 &9 Dnmmu’ e : : /
City NEwack ' County ___ (= Suerf State _AJ . Zip Code .
OFFICIALS NOTIFIED (Nama/Tntle) ;
NJSP: / Phone Date/Time / (T/m !
Local Health | / Phone Date/Time -~/ om0
Local Munic: R / Phone Date/Time / (Tm) !
USEPA: ‘ / Phone Date/Time / (T/M) ! o
~ £
INCIDENT REFERRED T0: ‘ | ©
_DEQ DWR DSWM DHSM ___ DHwWM __ DOH __DFG .___DPF Dbty __DCR ‘ g '
Hegion: them 4 Metra __ Central ___ Southern ___ERY ____ER2 .
1. Name/Affil __L m ¢ / - Phone Date/Time / (T/M) | 3
2. Name/Affil . | / Phone Date/Time / (Tm) |
3. Name/Affil . / Phone Date/Time / (T/™) ‘
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AffiistionTine __ __CUEMICEL! £OMBANY CEIAMFSE. _  “OPFRATION SUPERYISOR
INCIDENT LOCATION: —. Tranagortation : A Facility e Othae
Neme {Slia}: o v mevee.. Phone ; - e e
Stet AL FOREIIE. L . -
City 2! S ol 111 : 11 FSAFY Jftate NI 7-2ie Cade —
Date of tog rues ':;'.]._, 0___5[,‘5_ -9 Tims: __C!Sﬁﬁzﬂ&li
3. e .
lDENT"v MESIT LT T an|t ) €R, RELEASED, ETE.: —x..Known — Qr-mar‘rsd Unknown
Name of Sudstans oo Loomed Batel o VINYY BCETATE .
CAS teher, e e :
Amaint Rnw?sqﬂ/ﬁh:’-’u ;{,5,_.3,11 s e . Actu —.. Potential X Estimated
Substarre Lantgleer "IN ’ 4
Type of Par--- /e s 7 __Tormirated © ... Contirucus ____intermittent -
Hazg-"i: . (LT
NATHRDE o7 T ey . __Lomplane sl Munis. Notifiresian . Emsrgancy —Sub. 20 .
| LA :
S Tegroesinn Liv Bt X Spl My . Oeraliment : Smoke/Ouet
L g L 2 . Malen ... tilgea! Dlumping — Wildlife
. Togein Fatliingne er - e e e e
1-‘" . -A.)v . . C e R e e o— P - .‘ e e
‘ Pjugrics 0N Fehlic Cransure (Y N/UI
¢ OFaeitioe Lo /) Folien ot Seena - -1
{ Contaring v gt W bLare _ \Wnter Lesiprares Raquesrad (YIN/UY
Potgh’s - o Tepris {70 ~ tond Dirnctinn/Sowed )
Recahing ¥ioe- ‘ _ u"lr-naﬂun (reinfsaow}
Locating Ty . Bt K Yrdunrie —— Senzitive Populatinn (Hosp.,School Nurs. Homs)

‘_ STATUS AT 1 01T SUENE (ALLFR STATED SPTLL CSCURED BEACUSE OF A LEAKY VALVE. COMPANY

| TAGK CODT ST AN .
RESPONSIBLE PARTY: _X_ Known . Suspected —_ Unknown - :
Company Name CELANESE £HEMICAL CQNPA&“Y Phons 201-588-2075
Contact o ADAM_SPENCER Titls OPERATION SUPERVISOR
Strest 354 DORENMUS. AVE :
City ___ NEWARK. . County FSSEX Stete __NJ___ “Zip Code
OFFICIALS NOTIFIED (Name/Title): .
NISP: . JOANN / —NJISP.OEM_ Phone _882.2000___  Oste/Time _J.Q._QS_/_lZZ.L (T/M)
i (Gl ocel Health , — / Phone____ Oate/Time ______ / (TIM) -
Local Munic: IR : Phone . Dato/Time r?aitsvds r: “(TIM)
USEPA: : / - Phone Date/Time i/ = (TIM) .
INCIDENT REFPERRED tﬂ:
___DEQ ___DWR : ___DSWM ___ DHSM X _DHWM __ _DON __DF6 __D
N ~nogmn.~.__ Nonbsm XuMetro_______Contal _ ____ Southern X __ER1 ____ER2. .
- 1, Name/Atfil _JOE HOYLE / ER1 Phane ___OFFICE Date/Tims _J]
L2 Name/AtRl _JOAN PIGGOT / DHWM-M Phone __OFFICE __ Date/Time _

& NomoIMM e / Phore _____ Datws/Tims

IMMEDIATE DEP RESPONSE (Y/N) [Emargancy (Y/N] Enfortament {Y/N)]

commeNTS ____ TELEBAX _TQ DHWM-M

_lLZJ_COILEANL CALLED-STATED SPILL WA Lm.wuuzohasmm MRS, MANIS.

CoFIES UMiea o et AGAATY  Yeflow - Comm, Center Plok - A310 Galdenrod - Other

Te0l- HOLIYdETd NOLN3NL A2EC-b26-68% €2:€1 20-01 L9,
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FACT SHEET S e

» for LANDFILLS to Discharge
Into the Ground Waters of the State

L

T

NAME AND ADDRESS OF APPLICANT: | -

Celanese Chemical Co., Inc.
354 Doremus Avenue
Newark, NJ 0710S

NAME AND ADDRESS OF FACILITY WHERE DISCHARGE OCCURS:

Same aswgﬁplicant

RECEIVING WATER:

‘Ground waters of the state. The discharge is to the Brunswick
Formation which is Triassic in age. .

DESCRIPTION OF FACILITY:

.‘ ‘Celanese‘Landfill is a closed, 4.3 acre site which accepted dry,
; non-hazardous, chemical waste (paraformaldehyde sludge) and bulky
waste., .- .

DESCRIPTION OF NJPDES GROUND WATER MONITORING PERMIT:

The discharge from the landfill is in the form of leachate. Four
(4) ground water monitoring wells and three (3) stream locations
will be- tested on a periodic basis.

PERMIT -CONDITIONS:

Issue an.initial NJPDES permit with the attached general and special
conditions.

( - TTTTN
. 848820010
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Site Location

Celanese Landfill
Newark, NJ

NJ#0063606
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